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ome, not

because you
must, but because
youmay.

These are the
words of invi-
tation to our
communion
table and I want
to extend them to you as we start our
new church year. One ofthe things thatI
love most about the United Church of
Christ is that we are committed to
providing an extravagant welcome to all
who are seeking the peace that comes
from belonging to a community of faith.
We endeavor to spread the good news of
Jesus Christ by opening our hearts, and
our doors, to seekers of all backgrounds
and traditions. I recently explained to
one of our potential confirmands that

Email: pastor.diane@salisburycongregational.org

INVITATION

we are a covenantal church, not a
doctrinal church. What that means is
that we are in covenant with one
another to walk together on our journey
of faith - we do not have tests of faith
and we do not require everyone to
believe the same thing or to practice
their faith in a uniform way. This polity
allows us to learn from one another and
to explore different approaches to
worship and lifestyle.

Please take some time this month to
introduce yourself to someone in the
church who you might not know.
Expand your circle of friends at Fellow-
ship Hour to include people you know
little about. Follow up with old friends
and see how they mightbe faring.

This fall, [ hope that you will re-energize
your own spiritual journey by taking
advantage of many of the activities

being offered in our beautifully reno-
vated church. If there is a particular
ministry that you feel called to or a
project that you would like to take on,
please talk to me about that.

Our faith journeys are life-long. We
never finish - our quest for knowledge
of God stays with us through eternity.
We are born longing to be closer to God
and we pursue thatgoal all of our days.

We are blessed with a wonderful church
- beautiful in appearance, rich in
resources, infused with the Holy Spirit,
committed to spreading the good news
ofJesus Christ.

Let us come this September to worship
and sing praise to God!

Blessings,

Bo0OK Di1scUSSION — THE UNDERGROUND CHURCH

The Underground Church: Reclaiming the Subversive Way of

Jesus by Robin R. Meyers describes a new way to follow Jesus
that draws on old ways of following Him. The Underground
Church proposes that the faithful recapture the spirit of the
early church with its emphasis on what Christians do rather
than what they believe.

Prominent writer, speaker, and minister Robin Meyers
proposes that the best way to recapture the spirit of the early
Christian church is to recognize that Jesus-following was and
must be again subversive in the best sense of the word
because the gospel taken seriously turns the world upside
down.

We will gather to discuss this book on Wednesday, Septem-
ber25that10:00 am in the Parish Hall Library.
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A HUGE THANKS TO THE MEMBERS OF THE

BuIlLDING COMMITTEE,
KITCHEN COMMITTEE, AND
DECORATING COMMITTEE

FOR THEIR HOURS OF WORK IN GETTING
THE RENOVATION PROJECT FINISHED!

~ From current church members & friends
and generations to come
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CALLING ALL YOUTH - GRADES 7-12

Starting on Sunday, September 8th, the Youth Discussion
group (thatwe piloted lastyear) will begin. Students will leave
worship after the Children's Message and will gather in the
new library to discuss their faith and the role it plays in their
lives. Rev. Duane Estes will lead the group and everyone is
welcome. Join together to design the program and set goals for
the year. For more information, contact Duane or speak with
Pastor Diane.

LIKE Us oN FACEBOOK!

This summer Barbara Collins and
Pastor Diane attended a 3-day work-
shop in Syracuse, New York, on Faith
Formation.

The focus of the session was on harnessing
the power of technology for the benefit of the
congregation.

We will be looking at ways to update and upgrade our website,
our Facebook page and our email correspondence. Ifyou have
any ideas ofhow we might utilize technology to reach out to the
congregation and the community, please talk with Barbara or
Pastor Diane.
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SPIRIT CORNER - ONE THING

by The Rev. Kent]. Siladi

Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village,
where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home.
She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and
listened to what he was saying. But Martha was distracted by
her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, "Lord, do you
notcare that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself?
Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord answered her, "Martha,
Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; there
is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part,
which willnot be taken away from her.” - Luke 10:38-42

This summer the Rev. Dr. Joseph Clemmons addressed three
young men who were part of the Job Training Program
named in his honor. He asked them a very pointed question:
"Iftomorrow were your last day, what would you do?"

Their answers were different but really honed into what
they valued. Dr. Clemmons then encouraged and admon-
ished them to live each day with a focus and a purpose that
was single minded. With all the claims on our time and
energy we can become so distracted that we lose focus.
When Jesus said to Martha, "there is only one thing," I think
hewas trying to get her attention and her focus.

Each of us makes a daily choice about what ultimately is
important for us to pay attention to in the course of our day. I
am in the midst of discernment around the "one thing" in
my ministry with you. What is my "one thing;" what is your
"one thing?"

[ am quite sure that there will be days where my "one thing"
will be to get up and do something. There will be other days
where my call will be to sit and to wait for God's voice to be
heard. What is the "one thing" that the United Church of
Christin Connecticut should be doing together?

We must discern the times in which we live and remain
focused on what our Still Speaking God wants us to pay
attention toin these days.

The Rev. Kent ]. Siladi is Conference Minister for the
Connecticut Conference UCC.
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CALLING ALL QUILT OWNERS

We will host our second annual quilt exhibit during this year's
Fall Festival. Lastyear's exhibitwas a huge success and wonder-
ful to behold, with quilts of all sizes and designs, draped over the
pews throughout the church. All quilts are welcome - whether
made by you, given to you by Aunt Sadie, or purchased as an
anniversary or wedding gift.

Please bring your quilt(s) to the church and drape them over a
pew any time during the week of October 7th. Also, please
provide your name and contact information as well as anything
that you know about your quilt's “story” - for example, its
design, its quilter, and how it was acquired. Sarah Zarbock

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY

The Deacons are very interested in starting a women's bible
study and would like to know if anyone is interested. One
thought is to begin the group in October, with a six-week
session thatends by Thanksgiving.

But first, we'd like to have a start-up meeting at the end of
September to discuss what people would like for this group, for
example, the type of study, materials used, and whether
homework is “assigned.” The details of the preferred day and
time would be decided atthe September meeting.

If you're interested, please contact Pastor Diane or Sarah
Zarbock (sarah.zarbock@snet.net or 860-435-8139).

MEN'S BIBLE STUDY

Our Mens Bible Study will begin with coffee and pastry on
Friday, September 20th at 7:45 am. Study will commence at
8:00. Our first six gatherings will focus on the biblical theme of
COVENANT, beginning with Noah and concluding with the
Founding Fathers.

Leo Gafney and Dick Taber will take turns guiding the conversa-
tion. Come and bring a friend. No prior experience with bible
necessary.

DAviD: THE HERO WITH CLAY FEET

Dick Taber will be leading a six week course for the Taconic
Learning Center beginning September 16th at Geer Village
from 10:00 - noon.

[t will be a study of one of the greatest narratives of antiquity as
found in the biblical books of Ruth and First and Second Samuel
and Kings. ‘The King David who emerges from these pages is a
masterful (and sometimes cunning) politician a bold warrior
and a devoted ruler and a surprisingly human centerpiece of an

ancientstory.” Herbert Kupferberg

Students should bring a bible. New Revised Version preferred

Visit the Taconic Learning Center website for information about
registration: www.taconiclearningcenter.org. Or call or write:
(860)364-9363.TLC,POBox 1752. Lakeville, CT 06039

TRANSITIONS

Sharon and Bill Tingley are pleased to announce the
birth of their first grandchild, Eloise Moore Kivitz, on
August 6th, 2013. Happy parents are Julia and Jeff Kivitz.

Mary Davidson welcomed a new granddaughter into the
family. Clara Kersting Davidson was born July 26, 2013 to
Leslie Davidson and Rob Gennari

Cory Wiggins is our new sexton. He's an experienced
house painter and handyman and should be a good fit for
our needs.

If you don't know him already, introduce yourself and get
toknow him. He's easy to like. J

N\
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Is THERE A HEART IN THE TREASURY? FROM TH E DEACONS

Kenneth L. Samuel

"For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” - Dear Church Family and Friends,

Matthew 6:21 Recently, someone asked me “How can you have such faith?”
The Sunday School teacher said to the class: "According to the The shortanswer is this: It is a gift from God and my own act
gospel, the love of money is the root of all evil." A student of will. And yes, I doubt.

responded: "Well, it's not that I love money, I justlove the things Being uplifted in prayer is not just a metaphor. When I
money can buy.” became ill with cancer almost two years ago, l was placed on
What we love says alotabout who we are. And since we usually the congregation’s prayer list. I physically felt held by your
spend our money on the things we love, our financial state- prayers and because of that I was able to completely
ments are really statements of self-disclosure. They reveal our surrender and trust in God. I fell into a deep, silent, safe
true priorities, our true values and our true delights. darkness where there was only God's love and Presence.

Even through my pain I could feel my own well being and
that all would be well, no matter the outcome. I felt whole
and complete: clearly lam part of God's plan.

Talk is cheap. We can say that we are committed to being
healthy and avoiding/controlling diabetes through a healthy
dietand exercise, butif we are spending more on junk food and
alcohol than we are on vegetables and exercise, we know what Even weak and ill and in hospice care, I could physically feel

has really taken precedence in our hearts. God in my living body, the sky, the changing leaves, the rain,
the love my siblings shared with me, my connection with my

daughters, husband, my visitors, health care providers. This
iswhatI meant that my faith was a gift. I could feel it.

We can say that we love the church and we are committed to the
vitality and sustainability of its mission, but if our financial
contributions to the church do not reflect the substantive

consistency of God's faithfulness in our lives, we know what the Then I began chemo and radiation therapy (no longer in
priorities of our hearts really are. hospice) and suddenly nothing felt the same. I no longer had

the physical experience of emotional and spiritual connec-
tion, which up until then had been the unnoticed foundation
of my faith. During the course of my treatment, even if I
didn't feel terrible, I always felt unwell, off, not right. In the
past, if I felt “off” [ would go to bed early, rest, and awaken
refreshed and renewed. No more.

We can say that we value public education as the greatest agent
of racial integration and economic uplift that America has ever
produced, but if we allow the problems plaguing public
education to make us abandon all efforts to adequately fund it
and make it more efficient, our funding decisions will say a lot

aboutwhatwe really value at the heart of our nation.
[ continued to speak to God as I have all my life, telling Him

what [ wanted and how to get it done. (Then I always
remembered to add, "You may have another plan, Thy will
be done.") Icould nolonger sense his Presence in any of my

The price of a thing does not necessarily reveal its value. But
the things we value are things that we are willing to pay any
price to attain and to maintain.

I understand the need for balanced budgets. But I have a usual sources. [ couldn't find Him within me or outside of
problem with austerity measures in government which, while me. Still, I continued to pray. I had the feeling I was only
they may make the numbers look better, are too often under- reaching His voice mail. | wondered where He was. If God is
taken withoutaheart for the people mostimpacted. everywhere, where could He possibly be? Why didn't He

answer me? Was | missing His calls? Then, I truly DID
wonder: Is God there? Is there God? I was appalled and
heartbroken at the thought of no God. This was a dark time
for me...a very different darkness than the one [ experienced
earlier in my illness. Lonely. Emotionally painful. Spiritually
empty. I am so grateful for your continued prayers and

If we are not making serious investments in the things we say
that we really value, then we are not being true to our own
heart's desires. If there is a continuous disconnect between
what we say we value in our hearts and how we spend our
dollars, then perhaps we're justnotbeing true.

Prayer especially to those who listened to me while I wondered
Lord, you have told us that our treasures and our hearts are about God, struggled to surrender and to trust in God and
reflected in one another. Help us to rectify the incompatibilities life again.

andto spend our dollars on the things of realvalue. Amen. So, with greateffortI called upon my Irish stubbornness and
About the Author simply chose to remember that at one time I had been able

to physically feel my relationship with God. I decided even if
I never experienced that connection again, I could choose to
remember it. [ determined that [ would be content with just
an intellectual relationship with and of God. This was my act
of will.

Kenneth L. Samuel is Pastor of Victory for the World Church,
Stone Mountain, Georgia.

REMEMBER OWL'’S KITCHEN

Please remember those in our communi- @
ties in need of the basics. Non-perishable §
food is always welcome, and can be left in "=
the basketsinthe narthex.

The gift of Faith has been returned to me, I choose to cherish
it. T hope I will never suffer doubt again, but I have doubted
before and expect that  might again. I have now completed
treatment, am regaining strength and feeling whole again.
Your prayers sustain me; [ can feel them again.

In God's Love, Theresa Carroll
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